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sides his notes on those classes, M. Taine preserved a great many of his private writings of that time. Already during the holidays, he had written some notes, dated August 1849 (see Appendix I.), which are an epitome of his philosophical work during his first year at the Ecole ; others, forming a sequel, are dated November 1849, and March 1850. These notes, which bear the following titles : Of the Being, Of Thought, Ideas on Science, and On the Absolute, mark an interesting step in the evolution of his mind.
They are pure abstraction, and it is obvious that he was then still imbued with Descartes' and Spinoza's doctrines ; but the effort to extract a personal doctrine and to inaugurate new methods is apparent.
For instance, he writes in November 1849, referring to the work done in the summer : " This is pure idealism ; I had not yet made a distinction between perceiving and conceiving." Another paper, written a little later, but also dated 1849-1850, and entitled Philosophy, Dogmatism, contains at the beginning the following remark: "I perceive that I shall have to re-cast the essay in which I summed up all my last year's work ; it is like the task of Penelope. Every day I have to climb on my own shoulders ! ! "
This second work opens thus : " Everything depends on Method; I am therefore coming back to it. By Method, I mean the means of having true perceptions ; in other words, the necessary conditions for having a succession of true perceptions. By the truth of a perception, I mean its suitability to its subject; I mean that it should be subjectively what the object is in itself.
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